Most clinical laboratories identify Staphylococcus aureus by the coagulase test. In 1958 Di Salvo reported that a test for deoxyribonuclease (DNase) correlated perfectly with the coagulase test and since then some laboratories have used the DNase test routinely for identifying Staph. aureus. However, Zierdt and Golde (1970) demonstrated that some Staph. epidermidis strains produce small quantities of DNase and could be misidentified as Staph. aureus by this test. Lachica et al. (1971a, b) 
Results
When the coagulase and heat-stable nuclease tests were compared there was a conflicting result for only one of the 1035 isolates (see Table) . Both the coagulase and heat-stable nuclease tests were simple and inexpensive to perform. The heatstable nuclease test required more preparation than the coagulase test but produced fewer quality control problems and results that were easier to read. Staph. aureus is the only bacterial species known to produce heat-stable nuclease, and false positive reactions due to other bacterial species have not been described (Rayman et al., 1975 
